[Pancreas transplantation].
The results of pancreatic transplantation improved markedly during the last years. Transplantation of the pancreas together with the kidney is the most common treatment of Type I-diabetic patients. At present different surgical techniques are used for the handling of the exocrine secretion of the gland. However, each technique has its own advantages and disadvantages. A successful pancreatic transplantation provides a normal glucose metabolism in the majority of the patients. This leads to an improvement of the peripheral and autonomic neuropathy. Clinical observations suggest a beneficial effect on diabetic retinopathy and peripheral microcirculation. More long-term-results are mandatory to assess the preventive effect of pancreatic transplantation on the development of late diabetic complications. Timing of pancreatic transplantation has a major influence on the course of secondary complications. There is no need for further dietary restrictions or exogenous insulin replacement, so that a better quality of life can be achieved.